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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FROM:  David Robertson, Ted Palit 
SUBJECT:  Summary Activity by the Team 

COUNTY:  Dewitt 
DATE:  09/20/2017 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SUMMARY: 

 Called Dewitt county EOC number.  The EOC for Dewitt County is demobilized.  Now, 
Ms. Cyndi Smith (361 275 0878) is working individually from the field.  Damage in the 
county includes: downed trees, power outage (currently has been restored), 
approximately 50 homes flooded from river.  FEMA has set up a DRS and is searching 
for a location to set up a DRC.  Also, E-mailed an EPA approved Guidance Documents to 
Ms. Cyndi Smith. 
 

 Called the EOC office in the City of Yoakum in Dewitt County and found that it is 
demobilized.  Contacted Mr. Mark Hercheck (361 293 5125), Emergency Management 
Coordinator for the City of Yoakum.  Mr. Hercheck described damages caused by 
Harvey as relatively minor and limited to damaged tree limbs and some disruption of 
electric services which was repaired in less than 24 hours.  Current recovery activities 
include debris collection and disposal.  Mr. Hercheck also said that almost 60 percent of 
the debris has been cleared. 
 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS:  

 

None 
 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS: 

 
None 
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FROM:  David Robertson, Ted Palit 
SUBJECT:  Summary Activity by the Team 

COUNTY:  Gonzales  

DATE:  09/20/2017 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

SUMMARY: 

 Called Gonzales County EOC. This EOC is demobilized. Contacted county Emergency 
Coordinator, Jimmy Harless (830 672 6209).  Mr. Harless stated that there was relatively 
minimal damage in Gonzales County.  Most damages were from wind and rain.  There 
was very minor flooding along tributaries like some farmhouses.  Mr. Harless also stated 
that FEMA is providing some individual assistance to approximately 200 residents of the 
county.  
 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS:  

NA 
 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS: 

NA 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
FROM:  Deanna Collier, Dorelle Harrison  

SUBJECT:  Summary Activity by the Team 

COUNTY:  Goliad  

DATE:  09/20/2017 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

SUMMARY: 

 Visited the Goliad County DRC, which was located at the Fair Grounds in Goliad, TX. A 
FEMA Representative stated that they have been on scene for two weeks. They have 
received about 250 families needing assistance. Most damage reported was wind damage. 
FEMA appreciated us being there and posted some our informational flyers that the EPA 
had. The Mitigation Specialist, Ms. Geneva Wilson, (202-288-3228) mentioned that there 
were only a few residences with septic tank and mold issues. She wanted to know about 
the county debris pickup. 

 Visited the Goliad County EOC, which was located in the Franklin Street Annex in 
Goliad, TX. The POC there was not in her office today. A representative in the tax office 
next door mentioned that she had demobilized and referred residence to go to the DRC 
for assistance. We left some informational flyers on her desk. 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENT: 

 FEMA seems to have the county under control and need no assistance from the EPA at 
this time.  

 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS: 

 Debris pickup date. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
FROM:  Deanna Collier, Dorelle Harrison  

SUBJECT:  Summary Activity by the Team 

COUNTY:  Karnes  

DATE:  09/20/2017 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

SUMMARY: 

 Called the Karnes County EOC. We wanted permission to come visit the county EOC 
and the clerk said it was not necessary. The former location of the EOC was in the Karnes 
County Courthouse located in Karnes City, TX and the court clerk informed us that Mr. 
Shelby Dupnic (830-299-1524), was now in charge of the EOC. He is located in Helena, 
TX. 

 Called Mr. Dupnic and he informed us that he did not really need our resources. FEMA 
has already been to his town and about 80 residences had registered with FEMA for 
resources. Nearly all damages in Helena was wind damage. He has a lot of debris in his 
town.  

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENT: 

 FEMA seems to have the county under control and need no assistance from the EPA at 
this time.  

 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS: 

 Debris pickup date. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
FROM:  Carol Ropski, Joyce Johnson 

SUBJECT:  Summary Activity by the Team 

COUNTY:  Calhoun 

DATE:  09/20/2017 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

SUMMARY: 

 Visited the Calhoun Emergency Operations Center (EOC) and the Calhoun County 
FEMA DRC (DRC-4) at 211 South Ann Street, Port Lavaca. Met with the Emergency 
Manager, LaDonna Thigpen (361-553-4400) and with Michael Pfeifer, Calhoun County 
Judge (361-553-4600). According to Ms. Thigpen, the EOC was activated for nine days, 
but continues to assist the communities as needed.   

 The city of Lacava suffered mostly wind damage, with lots of roof issues. Some areas 
were flooded but not to the same extent as Houston. Electrical power was restored after 
10 days. Landlines were lost before internet service. FEMA and the Salvation Army 
provided hot meals to the residents; and, buses are provided to transport the displaced to 
shelters, their homes, and other locations as needed. There are some private wells in the 
area. Texas A&M Agralife is conducting free well sampling.  

 The second stop was at the Calhoun County DRC located at the Calhoun County Library, 
200 W. Mahan, in Lavaca, where over 100 citizens are assisted each day. The FEMA 
Lead is Harry Anthos (732-804-8295). Mr. Anthos stated that EPA could have a seat at 
the table if there was something to offer; however, this would have to be coordinated 
through their chain of command at the Joint Field Office (JFO). Citizens in the 
community have requested assistance with price gauging at apartment complexes, and 
getting kicked out of apartments without having a place to go. Mr. Anthos also stated that 
40 additional DRCs will be activated in the near future. 

 An American Bar Association table was observed at the DRC that provided Disaster 
Legal Services that include bankruptcy, contract and contractor problems, landlord/tenant 
and housing issues, wills, insurance claims, and FEMA benefits. 

QUESTIONS/COMMENT: 

 Based on the comments from the DRCs, EPA should have deployed to the communities 
prior to the recovery phase. 

 LaDonna Thingpen, Calhoun County EOC, Port Lavaca, requested our handouts 
electronically so that they can post on their Facebook page. Their FB page has received 
over 4000 hits for information on how and where to obtain assistance. 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS:  
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
FROM:  Carol Ropski, Joyce Johnson, and David Robertson 

SUBJECT:  Summary Activity by the Team 

COUNTY:  Victoria 

DATE:  09/19/2017 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

SUMMARY: 

 Contacted Victoria County Emergency Managers and spoke with Deputy Emergency 
Manager, David Gonzales, to see if additional information was needed from the Agency.  
CLs Michelle Kerr and Carol Ropski had previous met with Mr. Gonzales and 
Emergency Manager, Rick McBrayer, on September 8. Michelle Kerr previously sent an 
email to Mr. McBrayer with the EPA approved handouts attached. Mr. Gonzales 

informed CLs that they printed the handouts that EPA provided via email and have 

been handing them out to the community and providing them to the public through 

social media.  He stated that the EPA provided information was very helpful to the 

affected community.  He thanked the CLs for following up and offering additional 

assistance.   
 Visited the Victoria County FEMA DRC at the Pattie Dobson Victoria Public Health 

Center. 
 Spoke with the FEMA lead Sam Smith (732-804-9846). Vicky Lau is the DRC Manager, 

and was off today. Facility has been very busy. 
 Spoke with Dennis Lloyd of DRC Mitigation. Provided copies of Homeowner’s and 

Renter’s Guide to Mold Cleanup After Disasters in English and Spanish to add to the 
collection of materials that he was providing to the residents of Victoria County. 

 The facility is well staffed, well provisioned, and well attended by local citizens.   
 CLs observed many roads that were closed in Victoria. 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENT:  

None 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS: 

None 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
FROM:  Carol Ropski, Joyce Johnson, and David Robertson 

SUBJECT:  Summary Activity by the Team 

COUNTY:  Jackson 

DATE:  09/19/2017 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

SUMMARY: 

 Travelled to Jackson County EOC on 111 West Main Street, Edna, Texas, at the Jackson 
County Courthouse in Room 104. The Emergency Manager is Alan Friedrich (361-782-
1743).  He told us that FEMA has a DRC location at the Edna High School. Jackson 
County suffered some wind damage (99% of it was vegetation). Mr. Friedrich told about 
a HUD owned housing development that was damaged. The tenants were advised to 
apply for individual FEMA aid. The complex manager was interested in applying for aid 
for the HUD owned building. The county posts information on their Facebook page 
regarding mold remediation. The team emailed EPA approved fact sheets that were 
previously provided to Victoria County to Ms. Lori McLennan.  

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENT: 

None 

 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS: 

None 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
FROM:  Carol Ropski, Joyce Johnson, and David Robertson 

SUBJECT:  Summary Activity by the Team 

COUNTY:  Lavaca 

DATE:  09/19/2017 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

SUMMARY: 

 Traveled to the FEMA DRC at the Edna, Texas, High School Cowboy Memorial Stadium 
(this DRC is not listed on the “Hurricane Harvey 2017 EPA Response Disaster Recovery 
Centers & Emergency Operations Centers”).  We spoke with Vance Murphy (678-278-
5183). FEMA has been in this location for three weeks (since August 31).  After meeting 
with up to 100 people per day initially are now down to meeting with approximately 25 
people per day. There are no reported septic or sewer overflows in the county. We 
discussed the HUD housing question mentioned earlier. Mr. Murphy was familiar with 
the case and had referred the HUD facility manager to the JFO for further information.  
While at this location the Small Business Association (SBA) approached the team and 
shared the guidance they were distributing. 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENT: 

None 

 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS: 

None 
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